Future directions: anti-hormones in reproductive medicine.
Anti-hormones are important in reproductive medicine because they are useful tools that teach us about the normal physiological actions of hormones. They also provide effective therapies to control or treat a variety of pathogenic processes. We expect that the future repertoire of anti-hormones will include the paracrine and autocrine regulators of specific cell functions, in addition to the endocrine systems described here. The availability of recombinant DNA expression systems for an ever larger portion of the human genome will surely accelerate the development of novel anti-hormones.